ATTORNEY DOCK^RlO. 02043 1 .0463 w PATENT 

Application No. 09/156,334 



In the Claims: 

For the convenience of the Examiner, a clean copy of all pending claims is set forth 
below. Please refer to the attached sheets for mark-ups reflecting changes to the claims. 

\^j£>a ^ 1 . (Twice Amended) A computer-implemented process operable, when 

^v^executing on a computer system, to manage a distributed workflow: 




the computer-implemented process operable, when executing on a computer system, 
to store a set of predefined functions for a wojjcflow that are to be performed at a plurality of 
distributed nodes; and 

the computer-implemented proces/ operable, when executing on a computer system, 
to automatically interact with the worl$4ow at each of the distributed nodes to perform the 
predefined functions. 



2. The process of Claim 1, wherein me set of predefined functions are operable 
to generate a workflow between a plurality of enterprises. 

3. The process of Claim 1, wherein the set of predefined functions are operable 
to transmit data associated with operatioja of the workflow at each of the distributed nodes to 
a monitoring system. 



4. The process of Claim 1 , wherein the set of predefined functions are operable 
to deploy the workflow to the distributed nodes. 
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5. (Twice Amended) A computer-implemented process for generating a 
collaboration between a plurality of enterprises, the commter-implemented process operating 
at least in part external to the enterprises, the computemmplemented process operable, when 
executing on a computer system, to: 

receive a preliminary collaboration from a first enterprise; 
automatically transmit the preliminary collaboration from the computer-implemented 
process to a predefined second enterprise for review; 

receive a response to the preliminary orollaboration from the second enterprise; 
automatically transmit the response of the second enterprise from the computer- 
implemented process to the first enterprises for review; and 

receive a response to the response of the second enterprise from the first enterprise, 
the responses of the first and second/enterprises ultimately resulting in a final collaboration 
based on the preliminary collaboration and optimized for the first and second enterprises. 



6. The process of Claim 5, wherein the response of the first enterprise comprises 
a comment on the preliminary collaboration. 

7. The process of Claim 51 wherein the response of the first enterprise comprises 
a modification of the preliminary collaboration. 



Claims 8 and 9 have been cancelled. 
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10. (Twice Amended) The process of Claim 5, further operable, when 
executing on a computer system, to; / 

receive an approval from each of the first and second enterprises for a collaboration 
based on the preliminary collaboration and reflecting ttfe responses of the first and second 
enterprises; / 

subsequent to receiving the approvals from the first and second enterprises, 
automatically transmit the collaboration from the computer-implemented process to a 
predefined third enterprise for review; / 

receive a response to the collaboration from the third enterprise; 

automatically transmit the response pf the third enterprise from the computer- 
implemented process to the first and second enterprises for review; and 

receive responses to the response of the third enterprise from the first and second 
enterprises, the responses of the first, second, and third enterprises ultimately resulting in a 
final collaboration based on the preliminary collaboration and optimized for the first, second, 
and third enterprises. / 

11. The process of Claim 10, wherein the response of the third enterprise 
comprises a comment on the collaboration. / 

12. The process of Claim 10^/wherein the response of the third enterprise 
comprises a modification to the collaboration. 

Claims 13 and 14 have been cancelled. 
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15. (Twice Amended) A computer-implemented process for deploying a 
collaboration generated by a first enterprise to a plurality of other enterprises, the computer- 
implemented process operating at least in part external to the enterprises, the computer- 
implemented process operable, when executing on a computer system, to: 

receive a final collaboration approved by first, second, and third enterprises; 

automatically transmit a predefined first part of the collaboration from the computer- 
implemented process to a predefined second enterprise for operation at the second enterprise; 
and 

automatically transmit a predefined second part of the collaboration from the 
computer-implemented process to a predefined third enterprise for operation at the third 
enterprise. 



request an approval from the second enterprise for operation of the first part of the 
collaboration at a node of the second enterprise; and 

request an approval from the third enterprise for operation of the second part of the 
collaboration at a node of the third enterprise. 

17. (Twice Amended) The process of Claim 16, when executing on a computer 
system, further operable to, in response to receiving the approval from the second enterprise, 
notify the third enterprise of the approval. 

18. (Twice Amended) The process of Claim 16, when executing on a computer 
system, further operable to, in response to receiving the approvals from the second and third 
enterprises, transmit a signal to the second and third enterprises to operate the first and 
second parts of the collaboration, respectively. 




16. (Twice Amended) The process of Claim 15, further operable, when 
executing on a computer system, to: 



G 
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19. (Twice Amended) The process of Claim 16, when executing on a computer 
system, further operable to, in response to receiving approvals to operate the collaboration 
from all enterprises to which any part of the collaboration was transmitted, transmit a signal 
to all of the enterprises to which any part of the collaboration was transmitted to operate the 
corresponding transmitted parts of the collaboration. 



20. (Twice Amended) A computer-impljfmented process for monitoring a 
V vfC collaboration across a plurality of enterprises, the computer-implemented process operating at 
\/ leas 



least in part external to the enterprises, the computjfr-implemented process operable, when 
executing on a computer system, to: 

receive a first predefined set of data associated with operation of a first portion of the 
collaboration at a first node of a first enterprise, yche first set of data having been collected in 
response to an automatic query of the first node/for the first set of data; 

automatically transmit the first set of data from the computer-implemented process to 
a monitoring system in response to the querwng of the first node; 

receive a second predefined set of data associated with operation of a second portion 
of the collaboration at a second node of a second enterprise, the second set of data having 
been collected in response to an automatic query of the second node for the second set of 
data; and 

automatically transmit the secafid set of data from the computer-implemented process 
to the monitoring system in response jo the querying of the second node. 

Claims 21-47 have been withdrawn from consideration. 
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48. (Twice Amended) A system for generating a collaboration between a 
plurality of enterprises, the system operating at least in part external to the plurality of 
enterprises, the computer-implemented process comprising: 

means for receiving a preliminary collaboration from a first enterprise; 

means for automatically transmitting the preliminary collaboration to a predefined 
second enterprise for review; 

means for receiving a response to the preliminary collaboration from the second 
enterprise; 

means for automatically transmitting the response of the second enterprise to the first 
enterprise for review; and 

means for receiving a response to the response of the second enterprise from the first 
enterprise, the responses of the first and second enterprises ultimately resulting in a final 
collaboration based on the preliminary collaboration and optimized for the first and second 
enterprises. 
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